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Throughout the 1970s, filmmaker Barbara Hammer toured the United States, Africa, and Europe, making film
after film about women and the lesbian experience, neither of which had seldom been seen by a woman,
for women on screen before. She made a slew of now-legendary experimental films, including Sisters!
(1973), Dyketactics (1974), Multiple Orgasm (1976), Sappho (1978), and Double Strength (1978), more or
less inventing lesbian cinema at a time when such material had largely been relegated to the pornographic
imagination of male artists and filmmakers. During this prolific period, Hommer photographed her travels,
her lovers, moments of community and kinship between her collaborators on set, private and public
performances, friends, strangers. In these photographs, most of which have never been exhibited before,
Hammer’s work explodes traditional notions of female sexuality by showing it for what it is: complex,
messy, abstract, human.

As a filmmaker, Hammer fused the non-linearity of Gertrude Stein and the poetic realism of Djuna Barnes to
the early to mid-century American filmmaking experiments of Deren, Stan Brakhage, and Jonas Mekas. Her
kaleidoscopic vision continuously upended representational expectations about the female body and the
expression of sexual and romantic desire as well as the formation of the self on screen. Many of the
photographs included in Truant relate directly to Hammer’s better-known work as a filmmaker; others are
considerably more spontaneous and personal, even diaristic. There are private moments of sex and nudity
—two crucial subjects that she has investigated in film, photography, sculpture, and performance
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There are women in nature, and women in the world. Often, that woman is the artist herself. She bears
witness to her body and its changes, and in doing so, she brings herself closer and closer to the viewer. In
one self-portrait, taken in Baja, California in 1974, she turns the camera directly on her own face, revealing a
mute expression of indifference, her lips turned in a slight frown, as if the camera did not impress her. She
is, at times, ambivalent. Most of the time, she is fascinated, captivated by her body and the bodies of
others. When a lover sits on the toilet or Hammer makes love with a girlfriend or finds herself alone and
bored, she has her camera ready, so that each event (or nonevent, for that matter) becomes material that
she meticulously documents. When a lover injures her leg, Hammer photographs her crotch with a crutch
lying beside it, a visual pun that predicts Hammer’s later interest in disability and iliness, especially in the
2000s, when she was diagnosed with ovarian cancer, a disease she has lived with ever since. Notions of
perfection and imperfection (and, in a related subject, youth and age) are taken up and challenged
throughout the photographs as Hammer considers the many types of bodies and individuals who
compose lesbian life.

SESG/ VIDEOBRASIL 10.9.2019—2.2.2020 (http://bienalsescvideobrasil.org.br/)
IMAGINED peaws, \f)
COMMUNITIES =ED)

GrOPIUS BAU

(https://www.berlinerfestspiele.de/de/berliner-festspiele/programm/bfs-
gesamtprogramm/programmdetail_277205.html)
at Company, New York (http://companygallery.us)
until 26 November 2017

Related Articles

EXHIBITIONS EXHIBITIONS

Philippe Grandrieux “The Bare Life” at Empty Gallery, Hong Kong Michael E. Smith at Kow, Madrid
(Read more) (Read more)



(http://moussemagazine.it/michael-e-smith-at-kow-madrid-2019/)

EXHIBITIONS
Jonna Kina “Objects and Sounds” at Fondazione Pastificio Cerere, Rome
(Read more)

(http://moussemagazine.it/philippe-grandrieux-the-bare-life-at-empty-gallery-new-
vork-2019/)



Mousse Magazine ( http://moussemagazine.it)

Search  Follow Us

(http://moussemagazine.it/jonna-kina-objects-sounds-fondazione-pastificio-cerere-
rome-2019/)

EXHIBITIONS EXHIBITIONS
Martin Hotter “DEMEME" at Vin Vin, Vienna “Japan Unlimited” at frei_raum Q21 / MuseumsQuartier Wien, Vienna
(Read more)

(Read more)



Mousse Magazine ( httj

Search

(http://moussemagazine.it/martin-hotter-dememe-at-vin-vin-vienna-2019/) (http://moussemagazine.it/japan-unlimited-frei_raum-g21-museumsquartier-wien-
vienna-2019/)

EXHIBITIONS

Luca De Leva “é stato bello pensarti” at ADA, Rome
(Read more)



p://moussemagazine.it)

Follow Us

(http://moussemagazine.it/luca-de-leva-e-stato-bello-pensarti-ada-rome-2019/)

Mousse Magazine and Publishing
Corso di Porta Romana, 63,
20122 Milano, Italy

T: +39 02 8356631

F: +39 02 49531400

E: info@moussemagazine.it

P.IVA 05234930963



